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Trump’s Tariffs Hit Close to Home as University Students Brace for Impact

Some Western University students are worried that Trump’s tariffs, and his plans to make
Canada the 51°' state through economic pressure, will affect their quality of life along with their
university career.

In an expected, but unwelcomed, move today, President Donald Trump signed into action
a 25% tariff on all Canadian goods, with the exception of oil and gas that was set at a 10% tariff.
In response, the Canadian Government has retaliated with a 25% tariff on all American goods
imported into Canada furthering the concerns by some Western students that they will be unable
to continue their studies at the university.

“I'm worried if the cost of living goes up that [ won't be able to afford continuing my
studies,” Ella Whitney, a 4 year English literature student, said, “I'm also not looking forward to
how such a change might affect the culture and attitude of the Canadian population.”

Furthering the stress of some students is the alt-right rhetoric spilling over the border, as
Whitney said, “I've already been seeing a slide into racist anti-immigration rhetoric among my
fellow working-class Canadians.” However, students were quick to add that there is zero risk of
Canada becoming the 51 state, even if the economic impacts become severe.

Despite concerns around a higher cost of living, inability to sustain quality of life and

studies, and the increase in hateful rhetoric, some Western students maintain hope that these
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times will build a stronger Canada. “All I can do is hope,” said Phoebe Stoneburg, a 2™ year
environmental sciences student, “that Trump will do enough damage that Canadians will vote
against hate in our upcoming elections, and we can focus on the health and well-being of all
Canadians.”

Something that many of the Western students agreed was important in today’s political
climate.

Process for Article

The process for the article that I followed was:

e Watching the White House and the Government of Canada’s press releases to stay up to
date on the news coming from both governments.

e Being ready to shift the story slightly to reflect what was currently happening as I wrote
it.

e Taking the time to reinterview with the latest update on the tariffs.

One quote that I would have wanted to use was when Phoebe Stoneburg said, “I’m just so
tired of it all. I want to feel something, but I lost my empathy for Americans because they
allowed this to happen. It’s horrible losing my empathy.” Because it highlights the stress, along
with a loss of feeling, that has become so prevalent today.

A problem that I experienced was that the topic really brought up a huge well of
discussion that could not be tapped into for the article including topics on trans rights, the
increase in hate, the fault of the media in putting Trump’s rhetoric at the forefront of mainstream

news and much more. It was hard to navigate back to the focus of the news story.



